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CIF Dialogues 2026
Curated by Sarp Kerem Yavuz

The Long and Winding Road
Uzunve Dolambach Yol

The path connecting the East and West has long defined global commerce and culture.

From the tiles that adorn Ottoman palaces, shaped by Chinese imperial ceramic
traditions, to the gunpowder that brought about the end of the feudal age, dialogue
and trade with Asia has reshaped the world on more than one occasion.

As the art world pivots to the Gulf region and beyond, the Contemporary Istanbul
Foundation examines this shift toward the East through its public programming as well
as a series of dialogues intended to understand an increasingly reactionary art market
shaped by speed, speculation, and short-term visibility.

CIF Dialogues 2026: The Long and Winding Road asks questions that pertain to
continuity, commitment, and institutional memory in a time of multipolarity.

Topics include sustained collecting practices, next-generation patronage, institutional
partnerships in the age of social media, curatorial responsibility, and the role of
architecture and technology in shaping cultural legacies rather than cycles of
attention.

The panels center on actors who operate with duration in mind, asking how artistic
value is built, protected, and transmitted when time and legacy, not immediacy,
become the primary framework.

Dogdu ile Bati arasindaki glizergah, ylzyillar boyunca yalnizca ticaretin degil, kiltlrel
donlsimin de en dnemli eksenlerinden biri oldu. Osmanl saraylarini susleyen ginilerde
Cin imparatorluk seramik gelenegdinin izlerinden, feodal gagin sonunu hazirlayan
barutun yayilisina kadar Asya ile kurulan temas, dlinyayl defalarca yeniden sekillendirdi.

Sanat diinyasinin agirlik merkezi Korfez bolgesi ve Asya'ya dogru kayarken,
Contemporary Istanbul Foundation bu donltsumi hem kamusal programlari hem de
diyalog serisi araciliiyla ele aliyor. Amag, hiz, spekiilasyon ve kisa vadeli gorinrlik
ekseninde giderek daha tepkisel hale gelen sanat ortamini farkli agilardan
degerlendirmek.

CIF Dialogues 2026: Uzun ve Dolambacl Yol, cok kutuplu bir dlinyada sureklilik, baglilik
ve kurumsal hafizanin nasil yeniden tanimlandigini sorguluyor.

Program kapsaminda uzun soluklu koleksiyonerlik pratikleri, yeni kusak patronaj
modelleri, sosyal medya ¢aginda kurumlar arasi is birlikleri, kliratoryel sorumluluk ile
mimarlik ve teknolojinin kultlrel mirasin ingasindaki rolli ele alinacak.

Paneller, anlik gérlnurlUk yerine zaman, devamlilik ve mirasi merkeze alan kurum ve
isimleri bir araya getirerek, sanatsal dederin nasil Uretildigi, korundugu ve gelecek
kusaklara nasil aktarildigi Uzerine diistinmeyi amagliyor.
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DAY ONE: WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
1. GUN: 23 EYLUL CARSAMBA

13:00 -13:30 | Opening Keynote / Acilis Konugsmasi

Kulapat Yantrasast

Founder and Creative Director, WHY Architecture
Kurucu ve Kreatif Direktor, WHY Architecture

13:30 - 14:15 | Cultural Coordinates: Positioning Asia Today
Kiltlrel Koordinatlar: Asya'nin Degisen Konumu

As artistic influence, collecting power, and institutional leadership continue to shift eastward,
this conversation examines the changing role of Asia within the global cultural landscape. The
panel explores how museums, collectors, and cultural actors are redefining regional identities
and shaping new networks of exchange.

Sanatsal etki alani, koleksiyonerlik gticl ve kurumsal liderlik giderek doguya kayarken bu oturum,
Asya'nin kiiresel kiiltiir ekosistemindeki degisen konumunu ele aliyor. Mizeler, koleksiyonerler ve
klltlr profesyonellerinin bolgesel kimlikleri nasil yeniden tanimladigi ve yeni ig birligi aglarini nasil
sekillendirdigi tartisiliyor.

Moderator / Moderator

Naz Cuguoglu

Curator, Asian Art Museum
Klrator, Asian Art Museum

Speakers / Konugmacilar

Akiko Miki

Director,Naoshima New Museum of Art;

International Artistic Director, BenesseArt Site Naoshima

Direktor, Naoshima New Museum of Art;
Uluslararasi Sanat Direktorl, Benesse Art Site Naoshima

Felix Kwok

Registered Auctioneer of China;

Former Director and Head of Modern Art, Sotheby's Asia

Gin Devlet Lisansl Mlzayedecisi;

Eski Modern Sanat Direktori ve Bollim Basgkani, Sotheby's Asia

Noelle Kadar

Co-Founder, Jaipur Centre for Art
Kurucu Ortak, Jaipur Centre for Art
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DAY ONE: WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
1. GUN: 23 EYLUL CARSAMBA

14:30 - 15:30 | Young Patrons and New Philanthropy
Yeni Kusak Koleksiyonerler ve Himayeciligin Gelecegi

A conversation on the evolving role of younger collectors and patrons, examining how a new
generation is engaging with cultural institutions, supporting artists, and redefining
philanthropy. The discussion considers long-term stewardship, social networks, and changing
models of patronage.

Bu oturum, geng koleksiyonerlerin ve sanat hamilerinin kiiltlr kurumlariyla kurdugu yeni iligki
bigimlerini inceliyor. Sanatgl destek mekanizmalari, uzun vadeli koruyuculuk anlayigl, sosyal
aglarin etkisi ve degisen patronaj modelleri tartismaya aciliyor.

Moderator / Moderator

Giilru Arvas

Architect ARB;Former Co-Chair, Tate Young Patrons;

Member, V&A Young Patrons Circle and Serpentine Future Contemporaries
Mimar ARB; Eski Es Bagkan, Tate Young Patrons;

Uye, V&A Young Patrons Circle ve Serpentine Future Contemporaries

Speakers / Konusmacilar

Marc Choi

South KoreaAmbassador, Contemporary Istanbul;
CEO,Alcove Investment Management
Contemporary Istanbul Glney Kore Temsilcisi;

EO, Alcove Investment Management

Chloé Cassens

Representative, Severin Wunderman Collection;

Author, forthcoming book Sacred Monster: The Collected Essays(Spring 2027)
Severin Wunderman Collection Temsilcisi;

Sacred Monster: The Collected Essays (2027 Bahar) kitabinin yazari

Felix Oncken

Co-Founder,Artfluence
Kurucu Ortak, Artfluence
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DAY ONE: WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
1. GUN: 23 EYLUL CARSAMBA

15:45 - 16:45 | Institutions in a Time of Change
Degisim Caginda Kiilttirel Kurumlar
A discussion on how museums and cultural institutions navigate political polarization,

economic uncertainty, shifting audience expectations, social media pressures, and evolving
funding models while maintaining long-term missions and public trust.

Miuzelerin ve kiltlr kurumlarinin siyasi kutuplasma, ekonomik belirsizlik, dedisen izleyici
beklentileri, sosyal medyanin yarattigi baskilar ve donlisen finansman modelleri kargisinda uzun
vadeli misyonlarini ve kamusal gliveni nasil koruyabildikleri Gizerine bir tartisma.

Moderator / Moderator

Sarp Kerem Yavuz

Artistic Director,Contemporary Istanbul Foundation
Sanat Direktoru, Contemporary Istanbul Foundation

Speakers / Konusmacilar

Marc-Olivier Wahler

Director, MAH Musée d'art et d'histoire, Genéve
Direktor, MAH Musée d'art et d'histoire, Cenevre

Celenk Bafra

Artistic Director,Istanbul Modern
Sanat Direktori, istanbul Modern

Dr Xiaoxin Li

Curator, Asia Department, Victoria and Albert Museum
Kirator, Asya Departmani, Victoria and Albert Museum

Miijde Unustasi

Director, Arkas Art
Direktor, Arkas Art
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DAY TWO: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
2. GUN: 24 EYLUL PERSEMBE

14:30 - 15:00 | Opening Keynote / Acilis Konusmasi

Tim Schneider

Founder, The Gray Market
Kurucu, The Gray Market

15:00 - 15:45 | Homo Ludens: On Play and Courage
Homo Ludens: Oyun ve Cesaret Ustiine

Johan Huizinga called the human being homo ludens — the playing human. Sila Candansayar (b.
1997, Ankara), returning to Turkey after a decade in Paris with a joint presentation by Galerie
Michel Rein and Villa Magdalena, has built a practice on exactly that: impulsive making without
preparatory sketches, and sculptures the viewer may endlessly rearrange.

Johan Huizinga, insani homo ludens — “oynayan insan” — olarak tanimlar. Paris’te gecirdigi on yilin
ardindan Galerie Michel Rein ve Villa Magdalena’nin ortak sunumuyla Turkiye'ye donen Sila
Candansayar (d. 1997, Ankara), pratigini tam da bu fikir Uzerine kuruyor: 6n hazirlik eskizleri
olmadan, icgtidiisel bir tGretim sureci ve izleyicinin surekli yeniden diizenleyebildigi heykeller.

Moderator / Moderator Speaker / Konugsmaci
Duygu Barlas Sila Candansayar
Founder, Narmanli Sanat Artist

Kurucu, Narmanli Sanat Sanatgl

16:00 - 16:45 | A Dialogue Between Art, Human and BMW
Sanat, insan ve BMW Arasinda Bir Diyalog

Created in collaboration with BMW, A.A. Murakami’s installation SYMBIOSIS translates the
"Symbiotic Drive" concept into an immersive physical experience. This dialogue explores how art
and technology merge, reframing the relationship between humans, machines, and their
environment into a unified, harmonious system.

BMW igbirligi ile yaratilan A.A. Murakami'nin SYMBIOSIS yerlestirmesi, “Symbiotic Drive” kavramini
sUrukleyici bir fiziksel deneyime donugtlrtyor. Bu diyalog, sanat ve teknolojinin nasil bir araya
geldigini ve insanlar, makineler ve ¢evreleri arasindaki iligkiyi birlesik ve uyumlu bir sistem olarak
nasil yeniden gergeveledigini ele aliyor.

Moderator / Moderator Speakers / Konugsmacilar

Sarp Kerem Yavuz Azusa Murakami

Artistic Director, Artist Duo, A.A.Murakami
Contemporary Istanbul Foundation A.A. Murakami sanatgi ikilisinin Uyesi
Contemporary Istanbul Foundation

Sanat Direktdrii Alexander Groves

Artist Duo, A.A.Murakami
A.A. Murakami sanatgi ikilisinin Gyesi

Prof. Dr. Thomas Giirst
Global Head of Cultural Engagement
BMW /BMW Group Kiiltiirel is Birligi Baskani
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